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THE VERNON LEE PAPERS 
LIBBEY 


the pleasantest duties the college librarian 

the acknowledgment the gifts that graduates 
the College and other friends the Library are constant- 
sending us. Unfortunately are unable make pub- 
lic announcement many these gifts, but from time 
time the Library receives presents such magnitude 
and importance demand special recognition. this 
sort was the Harold Trowbridge Pulsifer Poetry Collec- 
tion, presented Mrs. Pulsifer, and the Thomas Sergeant 
Perry Library, given his daughter, Miss Margaret 
Perry. These two gifts came from New England. now 
happy able announce our receipt gift from 
old England—a very important and very extensive gift 
which will keep our Catalogue Department busy for 
long time come. 

Thanks Miss Irene Cooper Willis, the Inner Tem- 
ple, London, the Colby Library has received the private 
papers and correspondence Vernon Lee (Violet Paget) 
and her half-brother Eugene Lee-Hamilton. There are 
books and manuscripts—some published and some unpub- 
lished—and photographs; there are letters and from 
Vernon Lee; there are biographical notes, and miscella- 
neous memorabilia, and manuscript notebooks great 
quantity; and, what more, there the promise addi- 
tional books yet come. 


ped 
Sey 


118 Colby Library Quarterly 


graduate student Harvard has already applied for 
(and has been granted) permission make use these 
Vernon Lee Papers connection with his preparation 
dissertation Harvard; and since certain restrictions 
have been attached the recently acquired material, 
is, think, desirable state once just what these re- 
strictions are, and for how long they are apply, that 
all who read this announcement the gift Colby 
lege will also have opportunity learn what rules must 
apply its use. therefore quote from the letter gift 
signed Miss Cooper Willis: 


“To the Librarian, Colby College, Waterville, Maine, 


“In sending the papers and correspondence Vernon 
Lee Colby College, have been influenced the first 
place the consideration that the event another 
war America would safer than England for their de- 
pository. Secondly, have chosen Colby College because 
regard for Professor Carl Weber personally and for his 
work English literature. 

enjoin him and the College faithful Vernon 
Lee’s express wishes, written upon the labels the orig- 
inal packets her Letters Home, that these shall not 
read except privately until 1980 and that all examination 
them shall subject this restriction. 

“In her testamentary instructions Vernon Lee 
wrote: absolutely prohibit any biography me. life 
own and leave that nobody.’ As, however, she 
apparently contemplated publication the Letters Home 
after 1980, interpret this prohibition binding only 
that date. Publication the unpublished literary mate- 
rial (apart from the letters) can undertaken any time, 
and hereby, Vernon Lee’s executor and sole benefici- 
ary under her will, give Colby College the copyright 
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this material, the copyright the Letters (subject [to re- 
leave the copyrights all Vernon Lee’s published works 
also Colby College, together with copies her 
books. 

also now give Colby College: (1) the copyright 
Preface the privately printed edition the Letters; 
(2) the copyright memorandum the Files sent; 
and the copyright notes the letters contained 
the Files from various correspondents. 

“As Eugene Lee-Hamilton’s letters and books, sent 
herewith, uncertain whether can give the copy- 
rights. were Vernon Lee’s possession and she told 
that she had the copyrights but cannot prove this. 
Eugene Lee-Hamilton died circa 1911; his child prede- 
ceased him, but his widow survived him and died wid- 
soon after the 1914-1918 war. have not seen her will. 
far the copyrights were with Vernon Lee, give 
them Colby College. 

IRENE WILLIs” 


accepting this gift from Miss Cooper Willis, the Li- 
brary course accepts her charge “to faithful Ver- 
non Lee’s express wishes,” and twenty-eight years must 
pass before permission can granted for the publication 
any her letters. 

who she was, and what books she wrote, and why 
the modern world should expected maintain any in- 
terest her her books, these questions will (so the edi- 
tor this QUARTERLY has informed me) dealt with 
the pages that are follow this announcement. 
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WHO WAS VERNON LEE? 
GARDNER 


EARLY sixty-eight years ago the Monthly re- 

viewed work Vernon Lee entitled the 
Eighteenth Century Italy. The reviewer had obviously 
penetrated behind the pen-name the author, for the re- 
view remarked that what young woman has accom- 
plished would have been creditable mature man who 
had spent his life the same line research, and rel- 
atively remarkable its lesser way the renowned 
precocities production Mozart, Mendelssohn, and 
From account Vernon Lee which have 
found the November 1884, issue The Literary World 
(Boston), clear that there were, that date, others 
America who, like the Atlantic reviewer, knew that 
non Lee” was the pseudonym young English woman, 
born France and resident Italy, who had begun pub- 
lishing when she was only thirteen and had been raised 
the front rank English essayists the publication, 
1880, the already-mentioned Studies the Eighteenth 
Century. 

Today, however, this same Vernon Lee has dropped in- 
curious time-hole and has all but vanished. Her fate 
partially explained her very obvious attempt keep 
all facts about her private life from the public. Van Wyck 
Brooks remarks upon this trait his brief essay, “Notes 
Vernon Lee,” The Forum April, 1911. Yet Vernon 
Lee was once widely known woman distinction, 
and for many years she was key figure the literary cir- 
cle cosmopolitan, expatriate English writers Italy. 
Her friend Maurice Baring once declared her: 
Lee was and far the cleverest person ever met 
life, and the person possessed with the widest range the 
rarest culture.” But who was she? 
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When Vernon Lee died 1935 the age seventy- 
eight, the London Times announced “the close her 
long literary career” obituary article which was 
stated that “the death Miss Violet Paget, long known 
the world ‘Vernon Lee,’ removes unique figure 
from the world From this article the Times 
learn that she was British parentage, born into 
family which seems “to have wandered and down Eu- 
rope during all her early years”; but she finally settled 
Florence, Italy, with her parents and her half-brother, Eu- 
gene Lee-Hamilton, who had much with encourag- 
ing her literary tastes and ambitions. Thus she lived from 
her earliest years highly stimulating intellectual at- 
mosphere, and when her Studies the Eighteenth Century 
Italy appeared 1880, when she was only twenty-four, 
learned Italian review called her “subtle and imagina- 
tive critic ... who has profoundly studied subject 
which takes passionate interest and who has written 
Italy and Italian art with wonderful artistic intuition 
comparable only with that shown some Robert 
Browning’s Italian subjects.” 

Violet Paget, according the Times, came England 
for the first time summer visit 1881, and her re- 
markable conversational gifts and her power caustic 
repartee soon won for her distinguished place Eng- 
lish literary circles. 1884 London society 
found itself not very kindly caricatured Vernon Lee’s 
novel, Miss Brown, and some her friends were offended 
the portraits she had painted them. She showed 
cold indifference, however, what public opinion might 
say think her, and she maintained this attitude 
indifference throughout her entire life. 

During the Italian-Turkish War she made herself very 
unpopular Italy her strong and openly expressed 
sympathy with the Turks; and during World War she 
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estranged many her friends England writing paci- 
fist pamphlets and articles. Nationality 
were apparently completely outside her understanding, 
and this fact has doubtless had something with the 
public’s loss interest her books. 

She did, however, have appeal for the and many 
her books went through two three editions. Her long 
life and her vigorous intellect enabled her avoid the 
“decadence” the late-Victorian aesthetes with whom 
she had first been associated, and make tough- 
minded adjustment the new current ideas the 
twentieth century. Her Vital Lies (1912) attack upon 
pragmatism and indicates her arrival philosophical 
position which remarkably parallel that George 
Santayana. 

There complete bibliography Vernon Lee’s 
writings, but from what already know her books 
seems safe say that, with the possible exception Hen- 
James, Yellow Book contributor had interesting 
mind Vernon Lee. The fact that she relegated 
appendix footnote recently published history 
English literature can only regarded further in- 
stance the almost completely fortuitous manner 
which literary history often written. 

the London Times may allowed play judge 
well prophet, Vernon Lee’s Euphorion, published 
1884, contains some her best work. These “Studies 
the Antique and the Mediaeval the will 
—in the opinion the when much her 
later books will forgotten.” 
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INTERIM BIBLIOGRAPHY 
VERNON LEE 


his cue from Mr. Gardner’s remark pre- 
vious page that there bibliography the pub- 
lished writings Vernon Lee, the editor has compiled the 
following tentative check list pooling the resources 
the catalogues the British Museum, the Library Con- 
gress, Harvard University Library, and the Colby College 
Library. will grateful any reader for information 
about omitted items and about errors the list here 
given. 

Famille, Lausanne, Switzerland, three parts (pp. 233- 
237, 268-271, 327-334), May, June, and July, 1870. Violet 
Paget’s original title for this work was Biographie d’une 
Monnaie, and she complained when the editor, Monsieur 
Vulliet, changed it. She was only thirteen and half 
years old when she wrote Biographie. was called (by 
Cornelia Turner) graceful set historical sketches 
done taste and With the single exception 
this initial publication, the present Interim Bibliogra- 
phy ignores periodical publication and lists only separate 
books. 

STUDIES THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY ITALY. London, 
Satchell Co., 1880; London, Fisher Unwin, 
new edition,” 1887; reprinted, with Preface, 1907. 

SETTECENTO ITALIA. Edizione Italiana, vols. Mi- 
lan, 1881; reprinted Naples, Ricciardi, 1932. 

Essays Sundry Aesthetical Questions [eight 
essays with introduction and postscript]. London, 
Satchell Co., 1881. Essay No. “The Child the 
Vatican,” was separately printed Mosher Port- 
land, Maine, 1900; reprinted 19??; third Mosher 
edition, 1910. Essay No. was 
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separately printed Mosher 1901; second Mosher edi- 
tion 1906. Essay No. “In Umbria,” was separately 
printed Mosher 1901; second Mosher edition, 1906. 

THE PRINCE THE Soups: Puppet-Show. 
London, Fisher Unwin, 1883 [1882]. New York, 
Lovell Co., Lovell’s Library No. 798, 1886. This work was 
included, also 1886, (see below) published 
New York both Harpers and George Munro. 

eighteenth-century idyl. London. Fisher 
Unwin, 1883. New York, Harper Brothers, Franklin 
Square Library No. 542, 1886. New York, George Munro, 
Seaside Library, Pocket Edition No. 859, 1886. London, 
Fisher Unwin, Second Edition, 1893. 

Studies the Antique and the Mediaeval 
the Renaissance. London, Fisher Unwin, vols., 
1884; second and revised edition, 1885; third edition, 1894 
fourth impression, one volume, 1899. 

Countess ALBANY. Eminent Women Series. 
London, Allen Co., 1884. Boston, Roberts Broth- 
ers, 1884; second edition, 1897. London and New York, 
John Lane, 1909; second edition, 1910. 

Miss Brown: novel. Dedicated Henry James. Edin- 
burgh and London, Blackwood Sons, vols., 1884. 
New York, Harper Brothers, Franklin Square Library 
No. 453, 1885. New York, George Munro, Seaside Library, 
Pocket Edition No. 399, 1885. This novel has been de- 
scribed “severe attack upon ‘the fleshly and 
its “thinly veiled portraiture several members 
reported have made great stir literary circles 
1884. Violet Paget was then 28. 

PHANTOM Lover: Fantastic Story. Edinburgh, 
Blackwood Sons, 1886. Boston, Roberts Brothers, 1886. 
New York, Lovell Co., Library No. 797, 
1886. 


Dialogues Views and Aspirations. London, 
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Fisher Unwin, 1886. Boston, Roberts Brothers, 1886. 

second series essays sundry aesthetical 
questions. London, Fisher Unwin, vols., 1887. 

Fantastic Stories. London, Heinemann, 
New York, Lovell Co., Lovell’s International 
Series No. 73, 1890. London and New York, John Lane, 
second edition, 1906. 

[Three] Polite Stories. London, Heine- 
mann, 1892. New York, Lovell, Coryell Co., Lovell’s In- 
ternational Series No. 216, 1892. 1903 Mosher 
Portland, Maine, printed the third story only, Leg- 
end Mme. Krasinska,” separately; second Mosher edi- 
tion, 1905. London and New York, John Lane, “Second 
Edition,” 1911, which “the hitherto unpublished story 
entitled Frivolous Conversion’ was added the orig- 
inal contents the book. 

[Six] Dialogues Aspirations and Duties. 
this work Vernon Lee herself declared: “It far the most 
important book have far written, and great, im- 
measurable advance Baldwin.” London, Osgood, 
vaine Co., 1894. London and New York, John Lane, 
“New Edition,” 1910. 

Pays Tales reprinted from Les Lettres 
les Arts. Paris, 1894. 

RENAISSANCE FANCIES AND STUDIES: sequel Euphori- 
on. London, Smith, Elder Co., 1895. New York, 
Putnam’s Sons, 1896. London and New York, John Lane, 


“Second Edition,” 1909. 

ART AND East Aurora, New York, 
Roycroft Press, 1896. 

and Other Essays. London, Grant Richards, 
1897. London and New York, John Lane, “New Edi- 
tion” which Ariadne Mantua (see below) now add- 
ed,” 1908. 


London, Grant Richards, 1899. Second 
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edition: London, John Lane, 1907. Third edition: Lon- 
don and New York, John Lane, 1908. 

PENELOPE BRANDLING: tale. ... London, Fisher Un- 
win, 1903. 

ARIADNE MANTUA: romance five acts. Oxford, 
Blackwell, 1903. Portland, Maine, Mosher, 
1906; second Mosher edition, 1912. London and New York, 
John Lane, 1908, included part Limbo (see above). 

Hortus Essays the Gardening Life. Lon- 
don and New York, John Lane, 1904; second edition, 
1904; third edition, 1911. 

‘THE ENCHANTED and Other Essays. London and 
New York, John Lane, 1905. 

SISTER BENVENUTA AND THE New York, 
Mitchell Kennerley, 1905. London, Grant Richards, 
1906. 

THE Leaves Diary. London and 
New York, John Lane, 1906. 

JACYNTH AND OTHER London 
and New York, John Lane, 1907. 

ANARCHY [Essays Emerson, Nietzsche, 
William James, Ruskin, Wells, al.]. London, 
Fisher Unwin, 1908. Lewis Mumford (in The Conduct 
Life, New York, Harcourt Brace Co., 1951, 305) calls 
Gospels Anarchy analysis nineteenth 
and twentieth century prophets, from Emerson Wells.” 

SENTIMENTAL TRAVELLER: Notes Places. Lon- 
don, John Lane, 1908. Leipzig, Tauchnitz, 1921. 

Laurus London, John Lane, 1909. 

BEAUTY AND UGLINESS, collaboration with An- 
struther-Thomson. London, John Lane, 1912. 

London, John Lane, 1912. 

thetics. Cambridge, England, Cambridge University Press, 
1913. New York, Putnam’s Sons, 1913. 
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THe THE Mirrors. London, John Lane, 1914. 
Leipzig, Tauchnitz, 1922. 

Louis two-fold romance. London, John 
Lane, 1914. Leipzig, Tauchnitz, 1920. 

BALLET THE Nations. New York, Put- 
nam’s Sons, 1915. 

Control, 1915. 

SATAN, THE Waster. London, John Lane, 1920. 

THE HANDLING London, John Lane, 1923. 
New York, Dodd, Mead Co., 1923. 

PROTEUS, THE INTELLIGENCE. London, 
Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner Co., 1925. New York, 
Dutton Co., 1925. 

Keys. London, John Lane, 1925. 

Tue London, Woolf, The Hogarth 
Press, 1926. 

Music Its Lovers. London, Allen Unwin, 
New York, Dutton Co., 1933. 


There has apparently been publication Vernon 
Lee’s works since her death February, 1935. 


LIST THOSE WHO WROTE LETTERS 
VERNON LEE 


VERNON correspondence now the Colby 
College Library includes letters from the following: 


Abadam, Alice Anstruther-Thomson, 
Airlee, Lady Blanche Arthur 
Angell, Norman Anstruther-Thomson, 


Anstruther, Charles Clementina 
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Baldilly, 
Baring, Maurice 
Benn, 
Benson, Arthur 
Blind, Mathilde 
Blomfield, 
Bourget, Paul 
Bulteau, Mme. 
Callender, Mrs. 
Campbell, Lady 
Cargonet, Pauline 
Clarke, the Misses 
Clifford, Mrs. 
Cobbe, Power 
Cruttwell, Maud 
Cunningham-Graham, 
Delzant, Mme Alida 
Dent, Edward 
Dickinson, Lowes 
Duffy, Bella 
Durham, University 
Fenzi 
Ford, 
French, Elena 
Fry, Roger 
Gosse, Edmund 
Granville-Barker, Mrs. 
Lillah 
Gunerez (?), Leila 
Gurney, Edmund 
Head, Mrs. 
Hecht, 
Hildebrand, Karl 
Hippisley, Violet 


Hughes, Adah 
James, Henry 

James, William 
Jenkin, Charles 
Jenkin, Fleeming 
Jenkin, Henrietta 
Jewett, Sarah Orne 
Lane, Ralph 
Lee-Hamilton, Eugene 
Levy, Amy 

Liddell, 
Linton, Mrs. Lynn 
Lowndes, 
McCarthy, Desmond 
Mackenzie, Lady Maya 
Marston, Philip 
Middleton, Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Monkhouse, Cosmo 
Morrell, Lady Ottoline 
Morris, May 

Ouida 

Paget, Henry 
Paget, Mrs. 

Parker, 

Pater, Miss 
Pickering, Evelyn 
Placci, Carlo 
Polignac, Mme 
Ponsonby, Lady 

Price, Mabel 

Priestley, Flora 
Prynsep (?), Frances 
Ramsay, Claudia 
Sarawak 
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Robertson, Miss 

Giovanni 

Russell, Elizabeth 

Sargent, Emily 

Sargent, Mary 

Satchell, Th. 

Sellers, Eugenie (Mrs. Ar- 
thur Strong) 

Sharp, 

Sharp, 

Shorthouse, 

Smillie, Mrs. 

Smyth, Dame Ethel 

Stilleman, Mrs. 

Sturgis, Cousin Nena (?) 


Symonds, Addington 
Taylor, Mrs. Mona 
Turner, Alfred 
Turton, Miss Amy 
Vesci, Lady 

Villari, Mme 

Ward, Mrs. Humphry 
Welby, Lady 

Wells, 

Wells, Mrs. 

Wharton, Mrs. Edith 
Wilson, Heath 
Willis, Miss Eleanor 
Wimbush, Evelyn 
Wolseley, Lady Louisa 


There are also few “stray” letters from correspondents 
who have thus far defied identification. 


“MR. WELLS AND VERNON LEE” 


correspondence files are too exten- 
sive for any quick thorough appraisal, but the list 
names just given those who wrote letters Violet 
Pagct will serve show the ramifications her interests 
and connections. pursue any one correspondent fur- 
ther will call for leisure not now available. inspection 
one two the files serves, however, suggest the 
important uses they will serve for future students and in- 
vestigators, and the letters Wells may cited 
good illustration this point. 
The quotation marks around the words the heading 
this note are used indicate that this title not origi- 
nal with us. quoted from the New York Nation for 
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October 22, 1914. Readers whose adult memories back 
fifty years more will perhaps recall the heated ex- 
changes which filled the correspondence columns the 
Nation the early weeks World War One, when Ver- 
non Lee and Wells crossed swords. Younger readers who 
not remember the stormy days 1914 may find help- 
ful recall few facts. 

August 24, 1914, the London Daily Chronicle, 
Wells addressed the American People,” 
urging them not aid the Germans supplying them 
with food. September 17, 1914, The Nation printed 
“Vernon Lee’s Message Americans,” which she took 
issue with Wells. “What Mr. Wells asking America 
... plain English: let neutral America show her 
neutrality starving Germany.” Miss Paget went 
claim that “thousands English men and women feel 
only shame and disgust the proposal Mr. Wells has ven- 
tured make” and she expressed the hope that America 
would pay attention “such idealistic utopistic myth- 
opoeic self-righteousness has led Mr. Wells ask 
America deprive Germany food.” 

The response was immediate. Frank Mather, 
Princeton, exclaimed (in the issue The Nation for Sep- 
tember 24): “Vernon Lee surely abuses the wit that has 
made her famous.” Dr. Conybeare wrote from Ox- 
ford (in the issue for October 22) that, spite the fact 
that Vernon Lee had professed address ‘Message 
Americans’ behalf English Liberals, ... Americans 
may rest assured that she represents section English 
opinion whatever, least all English And 
this same issue The Nation Wells fired his own 
salvo. will not trouble your readers,” said, “with 
lengthly reply the remarkable ‘message’ apropos my- 
self which Miss Paget has written you. ... for the ‘thou- 
sands English men and women’ who share former 
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friend’s ‘shame and disgust’ proposals ask you not 
believe their existence. ... indeed puzzled and 
distressed these onslaughts hers upon ... She 
even accuses flattering America, spite the fact 
that sent her little book upon The Future America 
when appeared.” 

These remarks about “my former friend” and about 
the gift book indicate more than passing acquaint- 
ance between Wells and Vernon Lee, but any in- 
terested reader who looks into Wells’s Experiment Auto- 
biography for further light this friendship will dis- 
appointed. all the 718 pages that book, Vernon Lee 
mentioned only once, and then passing reference 
her she were total stranger. 

The letters the Colby Library now make clear that 
“Mr. Wells and Vernon Lee” began their friendship ear- 
that not only one book but many books were 
exchanged between them the course the decade that 
followed, that Vernon Lee visited Mr. and Mrs. Wells 
their home near Folkestone—Spade House, Sandgate, 
Kent—on various occasions, and that once made trip 
Florence call her her Italian villa. The friend- 
ship was apparently begun her writing him. Wells 
answered March 26, 1904: 

Dear Miss Paget 

was very glad indeed have your letter and learn that you 
read books and find them interesting. know your work very well 
indeed and very pleasant surprise for find that with your 


nice sense finish you can stand crude and floundering efforts 


Yours very sincerely 


April 11, 1904, wrote again. Then began the ex- 
change books, and comment them, and criti- 
cism—at least from her. Wells’s The Time Machine had 
been published back 1895. His Love and Mr. Lewisham, 
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which describes his Experiment Autobiography 
novel ... about just such Grammar School teacher 
was,” was published And The Sea Lady: Tissue 
Moonshine had appeared These dates and titles 
will help the reader follow Wells’s next letter Ver- 
non Lee: 


Spade House, Sandgate, 


Dear Miss Paget August 1904 


I’m glad your letter and your excellent criticisms, though I’m 
sorry you cannot forgive the beginning The Sea Lady for the end. 
All that you say the Time Machine after heart. But that book 
like all earlier work was written against time, amidst frantic 
output “humorous” journalistic matter. took perhaps three 
It’s only quite recent years I’ve had any leisure think, 
and still can’t afford time read and the idea any sort travel 
—except recuperate for fresh work—is beyond dreaming. Conse- 
quently you will always miss me, certain qualities that you particu- 
larly admire. shall send you little novel called Love and Mr. 


Lewisham few days time. 
Yours very sincerely 


Vernon Lee turn sent him copies her own books. 
1906, when Grant Richards published her Sister Ben- 
venuta and the Christ Child, she sent Wells copy. Oc- 
tober 17, 1906, replied: “I’ve got your delightful little 
book. hadn’t read the story before [when appeared 
the Christmas supplement the Fortnightly Review, De- 
cember, and read [now] with extraordinary de- 
light and that feeling behind the eyes which like phan- 
tom-self weeping. 

June, 1908, Vernon Lee received letter from Wells 
which said that wanted talk with her about 
“two books yours have read—one which your pub- 
lisher says you have sent me. for [my own] New Worlds 
for Old 1908], doubt much will come be- 
tween out that.” Later that year, sent her copy 
his First and Last Things, which she reviewed the 
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Westminster Gazette under the heading “Mr. Wells’s Phi- 
losophy.” Her obvious disapproval his philosophical 
views, and particularly his way presenting them 
the public, resulted in—or least was followed by—a pe- 
riod silence. Then, 1910, when Wells’s The New 
Machiavelli was published John Lane, the correspond- 
ence was resumed, Vernon Lee wrote say that she didn’t 
like the book. Wells replied: 


dear Vernon Lee 17, Church Row, Hampstead 


knew you wouldn’t like The New Machiavelli or, for time after 
read it, me. don’t repent apologize for the book, which 
proud of, but affections run different lines think from 
yours, and makes difference very warm regard for you 
that you should not see would like you see it. Don’t come 
while there any strained feeling your part toward us. 
There’s none ours you. think day will come when you will 
forgive The New Machiavelli, and anyhow dear Vernon Lee, 

Yours very warmly and admiringly and affectionately 


Four years later came the First World War, after which 
Wells wrote more letters Vernon Lee. 


THE MISS JEWETT’S LETTER 
VERNON LEE 


page 107 our August, 1952, issue printed let- 

ter written Sarah Orne Jewett “Dear Miss Pag- 

et.” The letter was dated simply “3d Jan’y” and conjec- 
turally assigned 1907 the year which the letter was 
written. This was done the strength Miss Jewett’s 
reference the fact that “The just now printing 
some French sketches Mrs. statement 
which took refer Edith Wharton’s Motor- 
Flight through France,” one installment which ap- 
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peared the for January, 1907. now clear 
that the letter should have been dated 1908 instead 
1907, for Miss Jewett was referring Second Motor- 
Flight through France” which The Atlantic published 
year after the initial flight. The first four installments 
appeared January, 1908, and was the third this 
January that Sarah Orne Jewett wrote her second rather 
than her first letter Miss Paget. Letter No. should 
corrected accordingly. 


LETTERS FROM GOSSE AND BENSON 


had veritable genius for eliciting inter- 
esting letters from friends and strangers alike. Some 
the men who wrote her sent remarks which are 
glad have, remarks which might have missed but for 
Vernon Lee’s catalytic services. 

Arthur Christopher Benson, the son former Arch- 
bishop Canterbury, had been Master Eton College 
from 1885 1903. (At later date became the presi- 
dent Magdalene College, Cambridge.) pub- 
lished life Edward FitzGerald the English Men 
Letters series, and 1906 his Walter Pater was added 
this same series critical biographies. was probably up- 
the announcement Benson’s selection for the English 
Men Letters Pater that Violet Paget wrote him, say- 
ing that she was greatly interested the subject aes- 
thetics, which Walter Pater had also written. Benson’s 
reply came from Wordsworth’s Lake District: 


Skelwith Fold, Ambleside. 


16, 

Dear Miss Paget, 
Thank you for your kind and interesting letter. only knew 
Pater very little, but seem, reading his books and talking 


Colby Library 


people who knew him and cared for him, have come know him, 
won’t say well, but perhaps well could would permit. 

would pleasure have few words with you the subject 
—but much afraid that cannot town any the days 
you are good enough mention—but soon can, when re- 
turn Cambridge, will see can arrange it; and that case 
will write you again. 

The only side saw Pater was kind weary courtesy, which 
shrink from the effort producing it; one felt that was there 
sense; though some one pointed heavy sack gold and said 
may carry that away you will and can: yours; but 
cannot rise and hand you!” 

Believe me, 

Very truly yours 
ARTHUR BENSON 


Nearly year later, Violet Paget addressed letter 
Edmund Gosse, who 1904 had been appointed Librari- 
the House Lords, and sent him copy one 
her books. replied: 

17, Hanover Terrace, 


Regent’s Park [London], N.W. 


Dear Miss Paget Passion Sunday, 


have delayed too long thanking you for the gift your very 
beautiful volume, and for your letter which deeply and cordially 
appreciated. But thanks are tardy they are sincere. have read 
your book with great delight. Shall confess that “Ariadne Man 
tua” still the jewel it? impression the extraordinary adroit 
ness and beauty that little play increases, instead diminishing. 

your kind letter, detect certain undertone sadness. un- 
derstand fully. Although have the misfortune be, believe, 
some years older than you, belong the same generation.* 
belong generation which has—to blunt—passed away. feel, 
you feel, such other friends ours who survive must feel, the 
vague disappointment that Mr. Punch must feel when the crowd 
gapers goes the next entertainment, and some fresher booth. 
Our tricks are precisely what they were, perhaps they are even more 
smoothly performed, but the crowd wants novelty. Well, seems 
that can only prove the reality the faith that us, go- 


Gosse was born 1849; Vernon Lee, 1856. 
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ing serenely on. must our best, and our own personal best, 
even empty benches. And do, fresh stragglers will come 
and seat themselves. not know whether you will not even re- 
sent the suggestion that your crowd has moved on? hope 
Mine has. least, think so: but how can tell what our crowd is? 
Perhaps, when are most disconsolate, somebody reading with 
infinite joy Coolgardie Vancouver. 

Always sincerely and admiringly yours 

EDMUND 
[P.S.] Why you give “W.”? 

pleasant able observe that Gosse took his 
own advice and proved reality the faith that was 
him going serenely on.” year later, published 
(anonymously) his famous Father and Son; 1908 appeared 
his admirable Life Ibsen, and 1911 his Collected Poems. 
Violet Paget also took his advice heart. She suppressed 
the sadness” and went resolutely ahead with 
her study “psychological aesthetics,” and 1913 her 
book The Beautiful was published the Cambridge 
University Press. 


RECENT GIFTS 


MONG the volumes recently presented the Library 
are two which can most appropriately announced 
this time. From Mr. Dan Laurence, New York 
City, have received two Vernon Lee’s books. One 
copy the 1907 illustrated edition Studies the Eight- 
eenth Century Italy which was once the property Maya 
Owen, for whom Vernon Lee obligingly autographed the 
book and added: “wishing had given her myself.” 
The other volume Louis Norbert (London, John Lane, 
1914), inscribed: dear Maya from Vernon Summer 
are not sure but think likely-that the Maya 
Owen these inscriptions was Lady Mackenzie. 


COLBY LIBRARY ASSOCIATES 


the resources the Colby College Library securing gifts and 
providing funds for the purchase books, manuscripts, and other 
material which the Library could not otherwise acquire. 

MEMBERSHIP Gpen anyone paying annual subscription 
five dollars more (undergraduates pay cents, and graduates 
the college pay one dollar annually during the first five years out 
college), equivalent gift books (or other material) needed 
the Library. Such books must given specifically through the 
The fiscal year the runs from July June 
go. Members are invited renew their memberships without special 
reminder any date after July 

Members will receive copies th. LIBRARY QUARTERLY and 
notification the meetings the society. Officers for are: 


President, Frederick Pottle, Yale 

Vice-President, Luella Norwood. 

Student Vice-President, Theodore Johnson, 

Secretary, Elizabeth Libbey, Acting Librarian. 

Treasurer, Miriam Beede. 

Committee Book Purchases: James Carpenter (term expires 


1953), Norman Smith (term expires 1954), and (ex officiis) the 
Vice-President and the Secretary. 


Program Committee: Carl Weber, Chairman, and (ex officiis) the 
Vice-President and the Secretary. 
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